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      Coaster Officers: 
   
      President  
      Dick Gibbs 
 
      1st VP  
      Jim Croy 
 
      2nd VP  
      Ed Smith 
 
      Treasurer 
      Ron O’Reilly 
   
      Secretary 
      Harriet Stewart 
 
      National Director 
      Karen Dixon 
 
      Alt National Director  
     Jim Lewis 
 
      Chapter Director   
      Paul Highfill 
 
      Chapter Director  
      Susan Lewis 
 
      Membership  
      Judi Brown 
 
      Wagon Master  
      Bob Brethour 
 
      Asst Wagon Master 
      Bub Lewis  

THE BALLOON FIESTA 
 
With apologies to Charles Dickens, “It 
was the best of times.  It was the worst 
of times.”    
 
With high spirits and anticipation, 11 
rigs met at the Elks in Lancaster for a 
first night of great food (prime rib) and 
camaraderie, but by Saturday we were 
rolling on to Havasu Heights and the 
extraordinary hospitality of Jim & Cec 
Fisher, who not only provided room 
(and county permission!) for all of us 
to camp and socialize, but also a BBQ 
beef dinner on our second night and 
instructions for local sightseeing. 
 
We gathered old friends and new faces 
(WELCOME!) as we moved, the most 
spectacular appearance being the 
arrival of John & Eilene Stocksdale 
and Ron & Patty O’Reilly who looked 
none the worse (well, maybe a little 
shell-shocked) for having just deplaned 
from a trip to Europe, stopping only to 
do some laundry and attempt a nap, 
before jumping into their coaches to 
catch us - jet lag be danged. 
 
We’d more than doubled in numbers as 
we headed out to Meteor Crater RV 
Park in Winslow AZ, and then on to 
Gallup for a Cowboy Supper at USA 
RV Park. 
 
Somehow the car was in gear as Edie 
Brethour started to get out of it.  
Nobody remembers exactly, but 
witnesses including Bob, watched in 

horror as Edie’s leg first caught and 
then she was dragged.  Afterwards they 
said they froze thinking she might get 
run over.  The person who didn’t think, 
who just reacted, dropping Reggie’s 
leash, running to and hurling herself 
over Edie into the car to get it stopped 
was Judy Brown.   People kept shaking 
their heads saying, “I don’t know 
where she came from, but she was 
suddenly there.”  Judy, shaken up, was 
the day’s hero.  And after a trip to the 
Emergency Room, Edie returned, 
walking, stitched up, bandaged, but 
going strong.   She was greeted with 
cheers.  (The docs had said she’d be 
miserable the next day, but she 
reported “feeling fine.”) 
 
After caravanning into the Balloon 
Fiesta, we spent the afternoon at the 
Balloon Museum -- our final tally was 
31 rigs.  And on Thursday, in the dark 
morning sky, the Dawn Patrol 
balloons, looking like illuminated 
ornaments, sailed up and sent us all 
scurrying to the field to watch the 
“shape” balloons form and rise while 
we all grinned like fools.  They were 
magical.   

(Cont. Page 2, Col. 2 Balloon Fiesta) 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
 

 
 

 
 
 

October Birthday 
Keith Bonner 
Jim Turner 
Joyce  Whitezell 
Art Thaler 
John Stocksdale 
Larry Meyer 
E.J. O'Brien 
Judy Henry 
Bob Brethour 
Ed Dahlstrom 
Arlen Kurtis 
Gary Whitezell 
John Hyduchak  
Gerry Turner 
Joyclen Ramos 
Dick Perry 
Cathy Croy 
Karen Dixon 
November Birthday 
Jim Croy 
Phil Lee 
Lucille Owens 
Monroe Lair 
Dottie Lambert 
B.J. Dunn 
Marilyn Harder 
Roger Walorinta 
Claire Johnson 
Carol Riddell 
Doug Horton 
October Anniversaries 
Dunn 
Fusco 
Sommers 
Gillespie 
November Anniversaries 
Powers 
Harder 
Elliott 
Holloway 
Horton 
Scott 

 

MEMBERSHIP NEWS 

Welcome new 
members 
 
Jan & Arida Brand 
Carpenteria, CA 
 
Doug & Brenda Kehr 
Lake Havasu City, AZ 

 
CLUB FINANCES  

 

 
 
As of October , 2008 
Beginning Bal. $12,195.51 
Receipts 5,946.00 
Expenditures 6,403.87 
Ending Bal. 11,737.64 
Adv. Registrations/ 
Deposits  

 
-3,790.00 

Total Assets  $ 7,947.64  

 
(Balloon Fiesta Cont. page 1 col. 3) 

That afternoon Penny Williams 
brought Jim Croy (who’d been 
crewing balloons) and “Sally the 
Pilot” to talk with us about 
ballooning and answered the 
myriad questions we’d all come 
up with after a day watching.  The 
Glowdeo that night (tethered 
balloons shining in the dusk) 
followed by fireworks, made for a 
perfect day. 

 
By Friday, the winds had changed 
direction and the Fiesta took a 
turn.  Many balloons had “hard” 
landings in the difficult winds and 
an accident involving an 
explosion took a long-time 
balloonist’s life, leaving his pilot 
in the hospital with major burns.  
We got word that the weather was 
due to get worse and while the 
Fiesta normally cancels one event 
at a time, it looked like the party 
had ended. There was no Mass 
Ascension on Saturday and by 
mid-morning some of our rigs had 
begun to pack up and pull out.   
 
The laughter and good times 
balanced the bittersweet moments 
and we all owe deepest thanks to 
our brilliant Trail Bosses, Dick & 
Char Gibbs, Ron & Patty 
O’Reilly, Howard & Maureen 
Jones and Jim & Bonnie deVos.  
Their planning and work gave us 
an easy and unforgettable trip, 
and memories to last a lifetime. 
 
By: Jan Scott 
 
For a complete picture tour of the 
Balloon Festival go to: 
http://www.flickr.com/photos/127
65661@N06/ 
 
Thanks to John Stocksdale for 
posting pictures of this and other 
rallies on the website. 
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CHRISTMAS AT WINE COUNTRY RV RESORT 

DECEMBER 8 – 11, 2008 
 

December 8, 
Monday 

4:00 pm 
 

5:00 pm 

Happy Hour (simple hors d’oeuvres) members A – L 
 
Potluck Dinner 
 

December 9, 
Tuesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 to 9:00 am 
 

9:30 am 
 

12:00 Noon 
 

4:00 pm 
 

5:00 pm 
 
 

7:00 pm 
 

 

Breakfast – Fruit, Egg Casserole, Biscuits and Coffee 
 
Business Meeting and Installation of Officers 
 
Lunch on your own 
 
Happy Hour (simple hors d’oeuvres) members M - Z 
 
Barbecue your own meat. Hosts will provide mashed 
potatoes, salad, vegetable, and dessert 
 
Games by Mellisa and Jeff and/or other entertainment. 
Table decorations by Gloria and Rob 
 
Toys-4Tots:  Each person is asked to bring a new 
unwrapped child’s gift - $10 minimum per gift. 
  

December 10, 
Wednesday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

8:00 to 9:00 am 
 

12:00 Noon 
 

4:00 pm 
 

4:45 pm 
 
 
 

7:00 pm 

Juice, French toast, sausage and coffee 
 
Lunch on your own 
 
Happy Hour hors d’oeuvres will be furnished 
 
Carpool to the Culinary Arts Academy (about 10 minute 
drive from RV Park).  It will be a served 3-course dinner of 
Roast New York Strip. 
 
Return to Club House for Christmas singing, prizes, Santa 
and cookies and coffee 
 

December 11, 
Thursday 

8:00 to 9:00 am Continental Breakfast 
 
God bless you and Happy Holidays. 
 

 
Directions:  North on Hwy 101 and East on Hwy 46 for 2 miles.  The park is on the north side of 
Hwy in Paso Robles 
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California Coaster  
Rally Registration  

 
Place: Wine Country RV Resort 
            Paso Robles, CA 
 
Date:  December 8-11, 2008 

Trail Bosses: Brethour, Watkins, R & G Jones 
 
Registration Deadline: November 15, 2008   

 
Name(s)  ___________________________________________ 

 
Arrival Date: 

 
______________ 

 
Phone:    ______________________________ 

 
Email ____________________________________ 

 
Cell Phone: ____________________________ 

 
F # ____________________________________ 

 
Emergency Contact: ____________________ 
 
Contact Relationship:____________________ 

 
Emergency Phone # ______________________ 
 
Handicapped Parking (Y/N) _______________ 

 
Coach Length: _________________________ 

 
Tow (Y/N) _______ 

 
# of Slides: ___________ 

 
Food cost per person 

  
_______ x 

 
$ 12.00 = 

 
_________ 

 

 
Parking fee per night 

  
_______x 

 
35.00 = 

 
_________ 

 

 
New York Strip 
Dinner per person 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

_______ x 
 
 

 
 

20.00 = 
 

 
 
_________ 

 

                                                                                 Total Enclosed   = _________  
 
Send form and check payable to: CALIFORNIA COASTERS 

  

 
Mail To: Bob Brethour, 668 Charles St., Grover Beach, CA 93433   

Directions:  North on Hwy 101 and East on Hwy 46 for 2 miles.  The park is on the north side of Hwy 
46. 

 
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: November 15, 2008  
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ANNUAL RALLY SCHEDULE 
Month Date Park Name Location Trail Bosses/Asst. 

November 2008 Nov. 13-17 Emerald Desert  Palm Springs Jones, Nibarger, Croy 

December 2008 Dec. 8-11 Wine Country RV Paso Robles Brethour, Pruitt, Watkins,  
R&G Jones 

January 2009 Jan. 4-11 Western Area Rally 
Rally Parade 

Indio Butters, Lair 
Gloria Jones 

February 2009 DARK 

March 2009 March 5-8 River Run RV Park Bakersfield Dixon 

April 2009 April 1-4 Live Oak Park Santa Barbara Gibbs, Lewis 
Joint Rally with Wagonairs 

May 2009 May 5-8 Seibt Desert Retreat Pahrump Warren, Thomas, Lippert 

June 2009 June 7-10 Trinity Hall Edna Need  Trailboss 

 July 2009 DARK 

August 2009 TBD Refugio State Beach Need Trail Boss (Reservations need to be made 7 
months in advance – Jan. 1) 

September 2009 Sept. 10-13 Three Rivers  Stocksdale 

October 2009 Oct.4-7 Brown Ranch Los Olivos Brown, Gibbs, Cline, Lewis 

November 2009 Nov 5-8 Emeral Desert Need Trailboss 

December 2009 Dec. 7-10 Wine Country RV Need Trailboss 


